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Made in Britain

We’ve just started testing the new Robert 
Sorby Excelsior range of turning tools, which 
are coated with titanium nitride (TiN), plasma 
bonded to the tools. Sorby say that the TiN 
coating, which is a gold colour, outperforms 
the hardest-wearing steel tools, and even 
better than tungsten carbide. The company 
says that woodturning tools normally 
measure between 60 and 65 on the Rockwell 
scale, but TiN is logged as 3500 Brinell 
(which is the equivalent of 80 on the 
Rockwell scale).
 We’ve given ours to professional turner 
Frans Brown, and we should have results 
next issue. The combination of TiN and HSS 
are supposed to ensure that the Excelsior 
range retains its edge better but without 
losing any toughness. Tools to f
Sovereign Tang Collet system are also 
included in the range of TiN cutters. 
“Titanium nitride is a tried and tested method 
of extending tool life,” said Sorby MD Phil 
Proctor, “and this is nothing new to the 
engineering world. All our tooling for the 
CNC turning and milling machines uses this 
coated technology.” 

Details A Sorby Excelsior spindle gouge costs 
£21.85. Details from robert-sorby.co.uk.

After much expectation, ATC have launched new their 
Axminster-built Evolution SK114 chuck. One arrived at 
British Woodworking in its slick black box just before 
we went to press, and the most conspicuous feature is 
that it is about 1in thinner than the original Axminster 
four-jaw chucks, which owners of smaller lathes will 
applaud. It has been designed to incorporate longer 
accessory-mounting jaws, which Axminster say will 
offer a greater contact area in the chuck slideways, 
which should minimise vibration. 
 A further advantage of the slimline body is that the 
workpiece will be closer to the headstock to reduce 
overhang and keep larger blanks steadier when you’re 
removing a lot of waste. 
 Available in f
every set of jaws ever made by Axminster, and is 
planned to be the f
jaws. “Our new chuck system is just the start of a new 
generation of true British-made, quality engineered 
products that have evolved and been carefully 
manufactured in Axminster,” said ATC MD Ian Styles.

Details Evolution chuck: £159.95; axminster.co.uk or 
stockist through brimarc.com.

Skirting Easyscribe is perfect for marking skirting to f
an uneven f
can see their point. A nut holds the lead in place (below)

Walls Scribing shelves and worktops will be so much 
easier with Easyscribe

Evolution Chuck
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F
or as long as I can remember 
I’ve carried a scroggy pair of 
school compasses in my on 
site toolbag for scribing 

shelves, doors and panels. I’m rather 
fond of them, but I suspect our time 
together may have come to an end 
now that Easyscribe has arrived!
 The invention of carpenter 
Brendan O’Hare, this neat device 
does exactly what anyone who has 
had to transfer across wavy lines for 
ftting would expect.  ecovering 
from a broken neck after falling 10ft 
off scaffolding (Jeremy Broun take 
note, p18), Brendan decided it was 
time to do something with the 
scribing tool he’d designed to ft 
doors in frames. The stainless steel 

plate on the bottom moves in and 
out, with ridges keeping it in 
position, and it can either run 
against a wall or skirting, or slide 
into a gap for parallel scribing. It has 
a rectangular section 2H pencil for a 
consistent line, and it doesn’t even 
need sharpening. There is a knurled 
nut to release the lead, and another 
to adjust the gap between the pencil 
and the marking plate. “It is the only 
tool on the market that can scribe a 
door to its frame,” explains Brendan 
O’Hare. It does exactly what Brendan 
suggests, and must surely be worth 
the £30.80 it costs to have one 
delivered to your door inc.VAT.

Details Visit easyscribe.co.uk.

Easyscribe
Perhaps at last my old school compasses can be 
discarded says ex-carpenter Nick Gibbs as he sets 
about testing the new Easyscribe marking tool
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